
WRT 105: Practices of Academic Writing 

 

Instructor Information 
T Passwater  Pages in Bird Library (3:00pm-5:00pm, T/TH) 
twpasswa@syr.edu 

 

Course Description 
How does one learn how to write across the academy and beyond it? What are some of the 
strategies writers use to compose across a range of genres and situations? 

 

In WRT 105: Practices of Academic Writing, we will explore literacy and its relationship to cultures 
and communities, identities and ideologies, and technologies and media. Writing will serve as both a 
subject of inquiry and the primary activity. You will write, revise, edit and reflect across a range of 
genres and media. You will also engage critically with the opinions and voices of others, as you 
develop a greater understanding of how your writing can have an effect on yourself and your 
audiences. Rather than learning rigid rules that you can take from class-to-class, you will learn how 
to package and repackage your work as well as how to craft arguments and analyses to suit a range 
of rhetorical situations. Course readings are available on Blackboard. 
 

Course Goals: 
Writing as Situated Process 

Students will practice a range of invention and revision strategies appropriate to various 
writing situations. 

Writing with Sources  
Students will be introduced to primary and secondary research, utilize various library 
resources, evaluate sources, and synthesize and apply research in accordance with citation, 
genre conventions and ethical standards. 

Writing as Rhetorical Action 
Students will gain knowledge of rhetorical principles and practice addressing different 
audiences and situations. 

Writing as Academic Practice 
Students will build their familiarity with values, strategies, and conventions related to a range 
of academic contexts and disciplinary conversations. 

Writing as Social Practice 
Students will analyze, reflect on, and practice the dynamic use of language in diverse contexts 
and recognize issues of power, difference and materiality.  

 

This course will be conducted in an atmosphere of mutual respect and affirms people of all gender 
expressions and identities. Please address me as T and my pronouns are they/them. I was provided 
with a class roster with your name as it appears in Syracuse’s MySlice system. However, I would 
invite you to share your name and pronouns with me as you are comfortable and can alter the name 
listed on the roster to accommodate any changes needed. Further, if you would like, I invite you to 
look at View/Update names under Personal Information in MySlice if you would like to alter your 
name and pronouns within the campus system. 
 

 
 

 



Personal Wellness 
If you are experiencing undue personal or academic stress at any time during the semester or need to 
talk with someone about a personal problem or situation, I encourage you to seek support as soon 
as possible. I am available to talk with you about stresses related to your work in my class. 
Additionally, I can assist you in reaching out to any one of a wide range of campus resources, 
including: 
 

1. Office of Student Assistance: 315-443-4357 (HELP) 
2. University Police: 315-443-2224. You can also reach University Police by dialing #78 (#SU) 

your cell phone, or by dialing 711 
3. Barnes Center at the Arch: 315.443.8000 
4. LGBT Resource Center: 315-443-3983 
5. Slutzker Center for International Services: 315-443-2457 

 

Course Overview 
The course has four major projects: 
 

Care Literacies  30% 
Analysis of Care 30% 
Care-in-Action  30% 
Final Portfolio  10% 
 

Each project will have an invention portfolio. Please keep all materials you work on for the semester 
as you will need to turn them in with your project invention portfolios and your final portfolio. 
 

Grading 
This course will focus on qualitative not quantitative assessment, something we’ll discuss during the 
class, both with reference to your own work and the works we’re studying. While you will get a final 
grade at the end of the term, I will not be grading individual assignments, but rather asking questions 
and making comments that engage your work rather than simply evaluate it. You will also be 
reflecting carefully on your own work and the work of your peers. The intention here is to help you 
focus on working in a more organic way, as opposed to working as you think you’re expected to. If 
this process causes more anxiety than it alleviates, see me at any point to confer about your progress 
in the course to date. If you are worried about your grade, your best strategy should be to join the 
discussions, do the reading, and complete the assignments. You should consider this course a 
“busy-work-free zone.” If an assignment does not feel productive, we can find ways to 
modify, remix, or repurpose the instructions. 
 

Consequently, at the end of each project in the course of your reflections, you will tell me what 
grade you believe you’ve earned on that project. You will need to supply demonstrative evidence of 
your work in each project to justify the grade you are arguing for. I do reserve the right to alter your 
grade, but should I feel this necessary, I will contact you to set up a meeting to discuss the possible 
grade change. 
 

Attendance and Participation 
Writing studios are courses in language learning, and language is learned in communities; therefore, 
it is essential that you attend class and participate. Absences and lack of preparation for class will 
affect your classmates work as well as your own. The work you do in class, the work you do to 
prepare for each class, is as important as any polished assignment you turn in for a grade. In 



addition, each unit calendar is only a projection and may be subject to occasional changes and 
revisions as it seems appropriate, necessary, or just interesting. That is another reason why your 
attendance is vital. If you must miss a class, you are responsible for work assigned. Please realize, 
however, that class time cannot be reconstructed or made up, and that your performance, your 
work, and your final course grade will be affected by absences as “presence” is something 
considered in each unit’s portfolio. If you miss the equivalent of three weeks of classes or more 
without any official documented excuse you will not pass the course. I don’t anticipate any of you 
will be in that position, however, so let’s all agree to do the work, come to class, learn a lot, and 
make the course a meaningful experience. 
 

Policies 
Accommodations 
Syracuse University values diversity and inclusion; we are committed to a climate of mutual respect 
and full participation. There may be aspects of the instruction or design of this course that result in 
barriers to your inclusion and full participation in this course. I invite any student to meet with me to 
discuss strategies and/or accommodations (academic adjustments) that may be essential to your 
success and to collaborate with the Office of Disability Services (ODS) in this process. 
 

If you would like to discuss disability-accommodations or register with ODS, please visit their 
website at http://disabilityservices.syr.edu. Please call (315) 443-4498 or email 
disabilityservices@syr.edu for more detailed information. 
 

ODS is responsible for coordinating disability-related academic accommodations and will work with 
the student to develop an access plan. Since academic accommodations may require early planning 
and generally are not provided retroactively, please contact ODS as soon as possible to begin this 
process. 
 

Religious Observance 
SU’s religious observances policy, found at 
http://supolicies.syr.edu/emp_ben/religious_observance.htm, recognizes the diversity of faiths 
represented among the campus community and protects the rights of students, faculty, and staff to 
observe religious holy days according to their tradition. Under the policy, students are provided an 
opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work requirements that may be missed due to a 
religious observance provided they notify their instructors before the end of the second week of 
classes. For fall and spring semesters, an online notification process is available through 
MySlice/Student Services/Enrollment/My Religious Observances from the first day of class until 
the end of the second week of class.  
 

Academic Integrity  
Syracuse University’s Academic Integrity Policy reflects the high value that we, as a university 
community, place on honesty in academic work. The policy defines our expectations for academic 
honesty and holds students accountable for the integrity of all work they submit. Students should 
understand that it is their responsibility to learn about course-specific expectations, as well as about 
university-wide academic integrity expectations. The policy governs appropriate citation and use of 
sources, the integrity of work submitted in exams and assignments, and the veracity of signatures on 
attendance sheets and other verification of participation in class activities. The policy also prohibits 
students from submitting the same work in more than one class without receiving written 
authorization in advance from both instructors. Under the policy, students found in violation are 



subject to grade sanctions determined by the course instructor and non-grade sanctions determined 
by the School or College where the course is offered as described in the Violation and Sanction 
Classification Rubric. SU students are required to read an online summary of the University’s 
academic integrity expectations and provide an electronic signature agreeing to abide by them twice 
a year during pre-term check-in on MySlice. 
 

The Violation and Sanction Classification Rubric establishes recommended guidelines for the 
determination of grade penalties by faculty and instructors, while also giving them discretion to 
select the grade penalty they believe most suitable, including course failure, regardless of violation 
level. Any established violation in this course may result in course failure regardless of violation 
level.” 

 

Student Writing  
Your work will be used for educational purposes during the current semester. For example, you may 
be asked to share your work with a peer, the class, or with me during classroom activities or for 
homework. Your work may also be used in program assessment. Your registration and continued 
enrollment constitute your permission. 
 

Your work may also be used in subsequent semesters for educational purposes. Before using your 
work, I will either get your written permission or render the work anonymous. 
 

The Writing Center  
Experienced writing consultants at the Writing Center (101 HB Crouse Hall, on the Quad) can teach 
you how to succeed on individual assignments and ultimately become a better writer. They’re 
prepared to work one-on-one with you at any stage of your process and with any kind of writing 
you’re attempting while attending SU. Whether you need help understanding an assignment, 
brainstorming ideas, revising subsequent drafts, or developing editing strategies, face-to-face and 
online appointments are available for 25- or 50-minute sessions throughout the semester and can be 
reserved up to seven days in advance via their online scheduling program, WCOnline. In addition, 
drop-in appointments are welcome Monday through Thursday from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. and 
brief concerns or questions can be emailed to consultants via the eWC. For more information on 
hours, location and services, please visit http://wc.syr.edu. This is a free resource to all students and 
highly recommended for every assignment you work on in this class. 
 

Orange SUccess  
This class will participate in Orange SUccess, which promotes student success through coordination 
and communication among students, instructors, advisors, and campus support service departments. 
If I observe that you are experiencing difficulties in the course (attendance concerns, low test scores 
or participation, in danger of failing, etc.), I may send an email to your syr.edu email account 
through the Orange SUccess system. My message will tell you about my concerns and ask you to 
meet with me or an academic advisor. Your advisor, TA, and/or I will work with you to create 
success strategies to address any difficulties you are having. In addition, if I observe that you are 
doing well in my course, you may also receive “kudos” from me acknowledging your efforts. 
 

Orange SUccess may involve taking advantage of various campus support services, such as academic 
tutoring or advising. If I recommend that you use campus support services, I or your advisor will 
redirect you to that support office so they will be better prepared to assist you. Orange SUccess 
provides essential notices by email and/or text. Please check your syr.edu account frequently and 
respond quickly if you receive an email from Orange SUccess.  



Course Outline 
Unit One 

Tuesday, 8/27—Introductions  
 In Class: Syllabus overview, Unit one overview 
 Homework: 

1. Read “Frameworks for Success in Postsecondary Writing” on Blackboard 
2. Find 2 pieces of self-care practice writing and post in the discussion board 
3. Start observing your care practices 

Thursday, 8/29—Habits of Bodymind 
 In Class: Habits of mind exploration activity, Self-care share 
 Homework: 

1. Listen to or Read 3 episodes of Mere Rhetoric following the guide on Blackboard 
2. Read Jay Dolmage’s “Introduction” to Disability Rhetoric on Blackboard 
3. Post in the discussion board following the guide on Blackboard 

Tuesday, 9/3—Rhetorics of Care 
  In Class: Introduction of rhetorical theory, Patterns and preliminary findings 
 Homework: 

1. Read Melanie Yergeau’s “Clinically Significant Disturbance” on Blackboard 
2. Post in the discussion board 
3. Bring your data collection to 9/5’s class 

Thursday, 9/5—Integrating Research 
 In Class: Yergeau discussion, Coding data activity 
 Homework: 

1. Listen to or read the Mere Rhetoric episode “Genre Theory” 
2. Read “Spoon Theory” 
3. Post in the discussion forum 
4. Continue coding your observation data 

Tuesday, 9/10—Genres of Care 
 In Class: Genre theory introduction, Project composing studio 
 Homework: 

1. Prepare a “half-draft” for peer and instructor review 
Thursday, 9/12—Peer Review Workshop, I 
 In Class: Peer review workshop, composing a revision plan 
 Homework: 

1. Read Audre Lorde’s “A Burst of Light” and post in the discussion board 
2. Revise and complete your project one draft 

Tuesday, 9/17—Selfcare as Political Warfare 
 In Class: Lorde discussion 
 Homework: 

1. Read Sara Ahmed’s “Selfcare as Warfare” and post in the discussion board 
2. Continue revising and completing your project one draft 

Thursday, 9/19—Portfolios and Reflections, I 
 In Class: Ahmed discussion, In class portfolio assembly studio, Reflective letter studio 
 Homework: 

1. Finish assembling your Project One Portfolio and submit them on Blackboard 
Project One Portfolios Due at 11:59p 

 



Unit Two Schedule 
Tuesday, 9/24—Introduction to Unit Two 

In Class: Unit two overview, mapping ideas of care 
Homework: 

1. Read "Eight Years Against a Wooden Opponent" and post in the discussion 
Thursday, 9/26—Community Care 

In Class: Community care paradigms discussion, community and care inventories 
Homework: 

1. Read “Should Writers Use They Own English” 
2. Read “Students’ Right to Their Own Language” 
3. Post in the discussion board following the guide 

Tuesday, 10/1—Caring in Educational Institutions, I 
In Class: SRTOL discussion, Young discussion, evaluating care in writing classrooms 
Homework: 

1. Read Read Aja Martinez’s “The Responsibility of Privilege” 
2. Post in the discussion board following the guide 

Thursday, 10/3—Caring in Educational Institutions, II 
In Class: Martinez discussion 
Homework: 

1. Read from Tommy Pico’s Nature Poem and post in the discussion board 
Tuesday, 10/8—Care for Language, Care for Histories 

In Class: Pico discussion 
Homework: 

1. Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha’s “Preface” and post a discussion 
Tuesday, 10/15—Care Work 

In Class: Mid-semester check-in, Piepzna-Samarasinha discussion  
Homework: 

1. Prepare a half-draft for peer and instructor review 
Thursday, 10/17—Peer Review Workshop, II 

In Class: Peer review workshop, composing a revision plan 
Homework: 

1. Revise and complete your project two portfolios 
2. Read Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha’s “Care Webs” and post a discussion 

post 
3. Read Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha's "Crip Emotional Intelligence" and 

post in the discussion board 
Tuesday, 10/22—Making Space 

In Class: Piepzna-Samarasinha discussion 
Homework: 

1. Read Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha’s “Making Space” and post a 
discussion post 

Thursday, 10/24—Portfolios and Reflections, II 
In Class: In class portfolio assembly studio 
Homework: 

1. Finish and submit your Project Two Portfolio 
Project Two Portfolios Due at 11:59p 

 
 



Unit Three 
Tuesday, 10/29—Introduction to Unit Three 

In Class: Introduction to unit three 
Homework: 

1. Watch Sins Invalid: An Unshamed Claim to Beauty on Kanopy. 
2. Alternatively, watch The Revival: Black Lesbian Poets and Feminist Thinkers, also 

available on Kanopy 
3. Post on the discussion board following the guide for whichever you watched 

Thursday, 10/31—Care in Action 
In Class: Documentary discussion, Brainstorming Activity 

Tuesday, 11/5—Methods and Engagement 
In Class: Methods activity, Forming questions activity 

Thursday, 11/7—Composing Plans-of-Action 
In Class: Composing Plans-of-Action, Beautiful Trouble activities 

Tuesday, 11/12—Working with Data and Enacting Plans 
In Class: Practice working with data 
Homework: 

1. Prepare a half-draft for peer and instructor review 
Thursday, 11/14—Peer Review Workshop, III 

In Class: Peer review workshop 
Homework: 

1. Revise and complete your project one draft 
Tuesday, 11/19—Care Shares 

In Class: Sharing strategies for care-plans 
Thursday, 11/21—Portfolios and Reflections, III 

In Class: In class portfolio assembly studio 
Homework: 

1. Finish and submit your Project Three Portfolio 
Project Three Portfolios Due at 11:59p 

 
Final Portfolios 

Tuesday, 11/26—Fall Break, No Class 
Thursday, 11/28—Fall Break, No Class 
Tuesday, 12/3—Portfolios and Reflections, IV 

In Class: In class portfolio assembly studio 
Homework: 

1. Finish and submit your Final Portfolio 
Final Portfolios due at 11:59p 

All work due due at 11:59p 
Thursday, 12/5—Farewells 

In Class: Farewells, Student evaluations 


