
WRT 104: Introduction to College Level Writing  
Summer 2018, Monday–Thursday 10:00-11:45a, HB Crouse 323A  

Thomas Passwater, twpasswa@syr.edu or twpasswa@g.syr.edu  

Office: 006 HB Crouse Hall  

Office Hours: Mondays 8:00-9:45a   
Course Overview  

  
Course Description  
Introduction to college-level reading and writing practices: learning to compose for college 

audiences, to read challenging texts actively, to make interpretations and claims, and to collaborate 

with others. Does not substitute for WRT 105.  

  

Learning Outcomes  
Writing as Situated Process  

Students will practice a range of invention, reading, revision, and editing strategies 

with the goal of developing successful habits as writers.  

Writing as Social Understanding  

Students will analyze, reflect on, and practice the dynamic use of language in diverse 

academic, social, and technological contexts.  

Writing as Rhetorical Action  

Students will consider interactions between audience, situation, and genre as part of 

their writing processes.    

Writing as Reflective Learning  

Students will practice self-reflection as a means of developing the awareness 

necessary to adapt to changing contexts.  

  

Course Introduction  
Our class is a shared space that promotes collaborative work to cultivate learning by and for both 

students and the instructor. Collaborating in our shared time and effort sponsors learning new 

perspectives to deepen and productively challenge our own stories, values, and views through 

reading, writing, making, and interacting. I hope you will extend to your classmates the same 

engagement and respect you expect.  

  

This course will be conducted in an atmosphere of mutual respect and affirms people of all gender 

expressions and identities. Please address me as Thomas and my gender pronouns are he/him/his. I 

was provided with a class roster with your name as it appears in MySlice. However, I would invite 

you to share your name and pronouns with me as you are comfortable and can alter the name listed 

on the roster to accommodate any changes needed.  

  

Feedback  
You will receive many different kinds of feedback to your writing during this course. Some 

responses will come from fellow students and some will come from your instructor. All forms of 

feedback, including responses you receive from scheduling individual appointments in the University 



Writing Center, are important; they tell you in various ways how your readers are responding to your 

writing. This will also help you learn how to assess your own work.  

  

Grading  
Projects (80%):  

Project One    Writing Habits Reflection   10%  

Project Two    Worknets      10%  

Project Three    Community Literacies Project  10%  

Project Four    Media Literacies Analysis   10%  

Project Five    Writing Rhetorical Action   10%  

Project Six    Final Portfolio      20%  

  

Process Grade (30%):  

In-Class Free-writes, Class Participation, Workshop Participation  

  

Each of the projects will be described fully in separate prompts that I will circulate at an appropriate 

time in the semester. Grades on projects will adhere to the University’s A-F system:  

  

A: 94-100%    B: 83-86%      C: 73-76%      D: 64-66%  

  

A-: 90-93%    B-: 80-82%    C-: 70-72%    D-: 60-63%  

  

B+: 87-89%    C+: 77-79%    D+: 67-69%    F: <60%  

  

Submitting Work  
All work should be submitted to your Google Drive portfolios shared with each of you by the 

instructor by the deadline listed in the Course Schedule. In addition, some assignments will require 

you to bring a digital or hard copy to class. Please keep ALL work in your portfolios as you may be 

asked to reference older assignments later in the semester. Handwritten or nondigital material may 

be photographed and uploaded to your portfolios.   

  

Late Work  
All work must be submitted to your Google Drive portfolio by the listed due date to be considered 

on time and therefore eligible for full credit. This policy applies whether or not you are in class on a 

given day. Late work will not be accepted for credit, except in cases of extreme circumstances.   

  

Course Policies  
  

Attendance and Participation   
Writing studios are courses in language learning, and language is learned in communities; therefore, it 

is essential that you attend class and participate. Absences and lack of preparation for class will affect 

your classmates work as well as your own. The work you do in class, the work you do to prepare for 

each class, is as important as any polished assignment you turn in for a grade. In addition, each unit 

calendar is only a projection and may be subject to occasional changes and revisions as it seems 



appropriate, necessary, or just interesting. That is another reason why your attendance is vital. If you 

must miss a class, you are responsible for work assigned. Please realize, however, that class time 

cannot be reconstructed or made up, and that your performance, your work, and your final course 

grade will be affected by absences. If you miss the equivalent of three weeks of classes or more 

without any official documented excuse you cannot reasonably expect to pass the course. I 

don’t anticipate any of you will be in that position, however, so let’s all agree to do the work, come 

to class, learn a lot, and make the course a meaningful experience.  

  

Technology and Presence  
You may at times be tempted to use laptops or mobile devices for checking email or browsing the 

web. As a rule of thumb, I ask that your in-class uses of mobile devices (e.g., cell phones) and 

computers be focused on class-related activities. Obviously, you should silence your phones or place 

them on vibrate before coming to class. If a situation arises in which you need to take a phone call, 

please respectfully and quietly exit the classroom and take the call in a location that is mindful of the 

other classes going on around you. As long as everyone is respectfully attentive when someone is 

speaking, in-class technology use will not be a problem. In-class attentiveness, engagement, and 

preparedness (i.e., having read and prepared for each class) are what I mean by “presence.”  

  

As a function of what I mean by presence, I expect you to manage your classroom decorum to 

remain respectful, civil, and conscious of your fellow students. Disrespectful or hostile physical 

or  

verbal language is not acceptable in this class. At the very least, I will ask you to leave class. If  

this occurs, you will be required to meet with me before returning to class and this behavior will 

impact your participation and presence grades and will contribute toward your total number of 

absences.  

  

Personal Wellness  
If you are experiencing undue personal or academic stress at any time during the semester or 

need to talk with someone about a personal problem or situation, I encourage you to seek 

support as soon as possible. I am available to talk with you about stresses related to your work in 

my class. Additionally, I can assist you in reaching out to any one of a wide range of campus 

resources, including:   

1. Office of Student Assistance: 315-443-4357 (HELP)  

2. Health Services: 315-443-9005  

3. University Police: 315-443-2224. You can also reach University Police by dialing #78 (#SU) 

your cell phone, or by dialing 711  

4. University Counseling Center: 315-443-4715  

5. Office of Health Promotion: 315-443-3514  

6. LGBT Resource Center: 315-443-3983  

7. Slutzker Center for International Services: 315-443-2457  

  

Accommodations  
If you believe that you need academic adjustments (accommodations) for a disability, please contact 

the Office of Disability Services (ODS), visit the ODS website– http://disabilityservices.syr.edu, 

located in Room 309 of 804 University Avenue, or call (315) 443-4498 or TDD: (315) 443-1371 for 



an appointment to discuss your needs and the process for requesting academic adjustments. ODS is 

responsible for coordinating disability-related academic adjustments and will issue students with 

documented Disabilities Accommodation Authorization Letters, as appropriate. Since academic 

adjustments may require early planning and generally are not provided retroactively, please contact 

ODS as soon as possible.  

  

Religious Observance  
SU’s religious observances policy, found at  

http://supolicies.syr.edu/emp_ben/religious_observance.htm, recognizes the diversity of faiths 

represented among the campus community and protects the rights of students, faculty, and staff to 

observe religious holy days according to their tradition. Under the policy, students are provided an 

opportunity to make up any examination, study, or work requirements that may be missed due to a 

religious observance provided they notify their instructors before the end of the second week of 

classes. For fall and spring semesters, an online notification process is available through  

MySlice/Student Services/Enrollment/My Religious Observances from the first day of class until 

the end of the second week of class.   

  

Academic Integrity   
Syracuse University’s Academic Integrity Policy reflects the high value that we, as a university 

community, place on honesty in academic work. The policy defines our expectations for academic 

honesty and holds students accountable for the integrity of all work they submit. Students should 

understand that it is their responsibility to learn about course-specific expectations, as well as about 

university-wide academic integrity expectations. The policy governs appropriate citation and use of 

sources, the integrity of work submitted in exams and assignments, and the veracity of signatures on 

attendance sheets and other verification of participation in class activities. The policy also prohibits 

students from submitting the same work in more than one class without receiving written 

authorization in advance from both instructors. Under the policy, students found in violation are 

subject to grade sanctions determined by the course instructor and non-grade sanctions determined 

by the School or College where the course is offered as described in the Violation and Sanction 

Classification Rubric. SU students are required to read an online summary of the University’s 

academic integrity expectations and provide an electronic signature agreeing to abide by them twice a 

year during pre-term check-in on MySlice.  

  

The Violation and Sanction Classification Rubric establishes recommended guidelines for the 

determination of grade penalties by faculty and instructors, while also giving them discretion to 

select the grade penalty they believe most suitable, including course failure, regardless of violation 

level. Any established violation in this course may result in course failure regardless of violation level.  

  

Student Writing   
Your work will be used for educational purposes during the current semester. For example, you may 

be asked to share your work with a peer, the class, or with me during classroom activities or for 

homework. Your work may also be used in program assessment. Your registration and continued 

enrollment constitute your permission.  

  



Your work may also be used in subsequent semesters for educational purposes. Before using your 

work, I will either get your written permission or render the work anonymous.  

  

The Writing Center   
 Whether you need help understanding an assignment, brainstorming ideas, revising subsequent 

drafts, or developing editing strategies, experienced consultants at the Writing Center (101 HB 

Crouse Hall, on the Quad) are prepared to work one-on-one with you at any stage of your process.  

Face-to-face appointments are available Sunday through Thursday from 7:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.  

To make an appointment, visit the Department of Writing Studies’ main office (239 HB Crouse Hall) 

between 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and sign your name in the designated folder.  Any of the office staff 

in 239 HBC would be happy to assist you if you have any questions. 

 

Orange SUccess   
This class will participate in Orange SUccess, which promotes student success through coordination 

and communication among students, instructors, advisors, and campus support service departments. 

If I observe that you are experiencing difficulties in the course (attendance concerns, low test scores 

or participation, in danger of failing, etc.), I may send an email to your syr.edu email account through 

the Orange SUccess system. My message will tell you about my concerns and ask you to meet with 

me or an academic advisor. Your advisor, TA, and/or I will work with you to create success 

strategies to address any difficulties you are having. In addition, if I observe that you are doing well 

in my course, you may also receive “kudos” from me acknowledging your efforts.  

  

Orange SUccess may involve taking advantage of various campus support services, such as academic 

tutoring or advising. If I recommend that you use campus support services, I or your advisor will 

redirect you to that support office so they will be better prepared to assist you. Orange SUccess  

provides essential notices by email and/or text. Please check your syr.edu account frequently and 

respond quickly if you receive an email from Orange SUccess.     



Course Schedule  
  

Unit One  

Monday, 7/2—Introductions  

  In Class: Welcome, Syllabus, Unit One Introduction, 5 Beliefs about Writing activity  

  Homework:   

1. Read “Frameworks for Success in Postsecondary Writing”  

2. Begin your writing and reading tally  

Tuesday, 7/3—Habits of Mind in Writing  

  In Class: Discussion of “Frameworks…,” Habits Exploration activity  

  Homework:  

1. Continue your writing and reading tally  

2. Compose your Project One half-draft to bring to class on Thursday  

Wednesday, 7/4—No Classes  

Thursday, 7/5—Writing Workshop I  

 In Class: Peer review writing groups  

  Homework:   

1. Revise and complete your Project One  

2. Read “Navigating Genres” by Kerry Dirk  

Writing Habits Reflection due by 7/9 at 10:00a  

  

Unit Two  

Monday, 7/9—Genres as Activity  

In Class: Introduce Unit Two, discuss “Navigating…,” “Eight Years…” Semantic Worknet 

activity  

  Homework:  

1. Reread “Eight Years…” and complete your Bibliographic Worknet  

Tuesday, 7/10—Academic Genres and Their Conventions  

 In Class: Mini-Worknet activity, Tracing Conventions activity  

  Homework:  

1. Reread “Eight Years…” and complete your Affinity-Based Worknet Wednesday, 

7/11—Connecting Academic Genres  

  In Class: Mapping Rhetorical Situations activity, Writing in Conventions activity  

  Homework:  

1. Compose your Project Two half-draft to bring to class on Thursday  

Thursday, 7/12—Writing Workshop II  

 In Class: Peer review writing groups  

  Homework:  

1. Revise and complete your Project Two  

2. Read “Should Writers Use They Own English”  

Worknets due by 7/16 at 10:00a  

  

Unit Three  



Monday, 7/16—Power and Literacies   

In Class: Discuss “Should Writers…,” Code Meshing activity, reflection of power and literacy  

  Homework:  

1. Read “Students’ Rights to Their Own Language”  

Tuesday, 7/17—Valuing Literacies  

In Class: Discuss “Students’ Rights…,” Mini-Assessment activity, Literacy Education 

reflection  

  Homework:  

1. Read Nature Poem  

Wednesday, 7/18—Communities and Literacies  

  In Class: Discuss Nature Poem, discussion of literacies and cultural practices  

  Homework:  

1. Compose your Project Three half-draft to bring to class on Thursday  

Thursday, 7/19—Writing Workshop III  

  In Class: Peer review writing groups  

  Homework:  

1. Revise and complete your Project Three  

2. Read this brief introduction to color theory  

3. Take a look at this infographic  

Community Literacies Project due by 7/23 at 10:00a  

  

Unit Four  

Monday, 7/23—Visual Rhetoric  

  In Class: Discuss readings, Visual Rhetoric activity, Meme Your Projects activity  

  Homework:  

1. Find 2-3 media artifacts to bring to class. Make preliminary notes about them.  

Tuesday, 7/24—Media Literacies  

 In Class: Media Literacies activity  

  Homework:  

1. Begin analyzing your media artifact  

Wednesday, 7/25—Multimodal Making  

 In Class: Multimodal Making activity  

  Homework:  

1. Compose your Project Four half-draft to bring to class on Thursday  

Thursday, 7/26—Writing Workshop IV  

  In Class: Peer review writing groups  

  Homework:  

1. Revise and complete your Project Four  

2. Read “Backpacks vs. Briefcases: Steps toward Rhetorical Analysis”  

Media Literacies Analysis due by 7/30 at 10:00a  

  

Unit Five  

Monday, 7/30—Rhetoric and Writing  

In Class: Discuss “Backpacks…,” Discuss rhetorical principles, Topic Brainstorm activity  



  Homework:  

1. Read “Murder! (Rhetorically Speaking)”  

Tuesday, 7/31—Writing for Rhetorical Action  

  In Class: Discuss “Murder!” Discuss rhetorical situations, Topic Mapping activity  

  Homework:  

1. Read 2-3 Tactics and 1 Principle from The Beautiful Trouble Wednesday, 

8/1—Public Writing, Public Change  

In Class: Discuss The Beautiful Trouble, Discuss public rhetoric examples, Projects Workshop.  

  Homework:  

1. Compose your Project Five half-draft to bring to class on Thursday  

Thursday, 8/2—Writing Workshop V  

 In Class: Peer review writing groups  

  Homework:  

1. Revise and complete your Project Five  

2. Reread “Frameworks for Success in Postsecondary Writing”  

Writing Rhetorical Action due 8/6 at 10:00a  

  

Unit Six  

Monday, 8/6—Reflection and Metacognition  

  In Class: Discuss “Frameworks,” revisit 5 Beliefs, Reflection Matrix activity  

  Homework:  

1. Read “Shitty First Drafts”  

Tuesday, 8/7—Revision and Reflection  

  In Class: Discuss “Shitty First Drafts,” Revision Plan activity  

  Homework:  

1. Begin assembling your final portfolios and bring them to class both Wednesday 

and Thursday  

Wednesday, 8/8—Portfolio Assembly  

  In Class: Discuss portfolios and reflective arguments, Portfolio Workshop activity  

  Homework:  

1. Compose your Final Reflection half draft to bring to class on Thursday  

Thursday, 8/9—Writing Workshop VI  

  In Class: Peer review writing groups, Document Gallery, and Farewells  

  Homework:  

1. Revise and submit your Final Portfolios  

Final Portfolios due 8/9 at 11:59p  

  


